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Dyslexia

• 7-10% of the population is affected by dyslexia.



Common signs and symptoms of dyslexia

• Unexpected failure in learning to read.

• Letter and number reversals past 7 or 8yrs.

• Difficulty copying text from the board or a book.

• Difficulty remembering everything he or she hears, especially multi-
step instructions.

• Have normal intelligence, but struggle to say what they think.

• Difficulty understanding the individual sounds in words.

• Difficulty remembering words.



Common signs and symptoms of dyslexia

• Spoken language difficulties, but good language comprehension.

• Not seeing or acknowledging punctuation in written text.

• Difficulty reading different styles of type.

• Omission of words while reading.

• Difficulty writing.

• Confusion about directions in space or time.

• Difficulty telling time.

• Gap between perceived potential and performance in school.



Diagnosing Dyslexia

• Measure strengths and weaknesses in oral language, reading, spelling 
and writing through standardized tests or non-standardized 
assessments.

• Common tests:
• Wechsler Intelligence Scale for Children – Third Edition (WISC-III)

• Kaufman Assessment Battery for Children (KABC)

• Kaufman Test of Educational Achievement (KTEA)

• Woodcock-Johnson Psychoeducational Battery

• Peabody Individual Achievement Test (PIAT)

• Wechsler Individual Achievement Test (WIAT)



Phonics

• Reading and spelling problems affect all academic domains.

• Strong evidence of link b/w reading disabilities and externalizing 
disorders, generalized anxiety and school-related anxiety.

• Phonics instruction is the only approach with statistically confirmed 
effectiveness in youth with reading disabilities.



Phonics

• What is phonics instruction?
• Combines elements of reading fluency training and phonemic awareness 

training.

• Reading fluency training
• Repeated word or text reading practice

• Phonemic awareness training
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Interventions that Include Phonics Instruction

• Orton-Gillingham

• Wilson Reading System

• Lindamood Bell

• Lexia-Herman Method

• Language! The Comprehensive Literacy Curriculum



Orton Gillingham


